
 
 

TO: All ASCRS/ASOA Members  
Date: February 16, 2012 

Conference Committee Reaches Agreement to Prevent 27.4% Medicare Physician Payment 
Reduction; Vote Expected Before the Weekend 

Late Wednesday night, the Conference Committee reached an agreement on a 10-month extension of the 

payroll tax holiday, unemployment benefits, and the current Medicare physician payment levels through the end 

of 2012. Specifically, this prevents the 27.4% Medicare physician payment cut from going into effect on March 

1, but due to the cliff financing physicians will face a 32% cut on January 1, 2013. The short term "fix" is offset 

through reductions in a number of health care programs, including Medicare bad debt payments to hospitals 

and the prevention fund created by the Affordable Care Act. Other expiring Medicare policies were also extended 

through the end of the year, including the “floor” on geographic adjustments to the physician work component 

of the Medicare fee schedule. The measure is headed toward a vote before Congress leaves town for a District 

Work Period, perhaps as early as Friday. 

Click on the following link to view the summary. 

ASCRS will continue to advocate for a permanent solution to the SGR formula during the 10-month reprieve. 

Additional details will be available in Washington Watch Weekly. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=n6gaaniab&et=1109320167664&s=4407&e=001pDG7DTZg_tK1nm4Zvgt03xwzoGK5qwPZglIxJ-3djjA3Yo7r_sgxkYMgEGkYmHjIv9AANFno2USHzsfWdOWF94t6Cyy7BKSMlJvd_K9t69kS6Ij1KJTjmV79Dw4YoqZSkt0OxfR1GkPLT9si_3pHLpyH3b0fEBTv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=n6gaaniab&et=1109320167664&s=4407&e=001pDG7DTZg_tInWkV-95Qm3OSp4K4ChAVukh4UGgCD7RVfKFM0wSf5oT2m4Zo3z7Zw88EDeIjJXBraHv407WEDE9J600V1dalw7V-SH3LJE16POX4wr0MADV4KOvkAuF0ZRRAq1J-lDyDpvDEdxN4LvENSFJR_pNXYNogSmRIbitA=

